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Upcoming Webinars

2/16- What Black Students Wish Educators New- Alumni Edition

2/19- Culturally Relevant Frameworks for Black Student Mental Wellbeing

2/29- Beyond Diversity Philosophy: An Introduction

Join one, some, or come to all!

All webinars start at 12:00pm (noon) Arizona Time

Celebrating Black history means learning Black history!



What do you know 
about Black education 
in the United States?





C A R T E R  G .  W O O D S O N

H I S T O R I A N ,  A U T H O R ,  E D U C AT O R

F O U N D E R  O F  N E G R O  H I S T O R Y  W E E K

M A I N  I S S U E S  W I T H  E D U C AT I O N

• B L A C K  P E O P L E  W E R E  B E I N G  E D U C AT E D  
A W AY  F R O M  T H E M S E LV E S

• B L A C K  P E O P L E  W E R E  T R E AT E D  A S  A  
PAT H O L O GY  V S  H U M A N

• T H E  I N T E N T I O N A L  E R A S U R E  O F  T H E  
C O N T R I B U T I O N S  O F  A F R I C A N  A N D  
B L A C K  P E O P L E

• T H E  P R E V A I L I N G  M Y T H  O F  B L A C K  
I N T E L L E C T U A L  I N F E R I O R I T Y



“There is a need for an education that empowers and 
supports Black people. Because if  Black people are 

being educated away from themselves, then it is 
assured that all other humans are being miseducated 

and educated away from themselves as well .”





“There is that great 
proverb- that until 
the lions have their 
own historians, the 
history of the hunt 
will always glorify 
the hunter.”
-Chinua Acheba





Black Philosophy 
of  Education

Education for freedom, for racial 
uplift, for leadership and citizenship.

“ You pursued learning because this is 
how you asserted yourself as a free 
person, how you claimed your humanity. 
You pursued learning so you could work 
for the racial uplift, for the liberation of 
your people. You pursued education so 
you could prepare yourself to lead your 
people (Perry, 2003).”



All Black Education has 
been based in fugitive 
pedagogies and 
practices.



What exactly are fugitive 
pedagogies and practices?
Teaching and other educational practices that have been employed for the 

purposes of Black people being able to enact their own visions of teaching and 

learning (Givens, 2021).

Ex. Anti-literacy Laws  Night Schools

Ex. Limited Resources for Black Schools Community Funded Schools

Ex. Curriculum Restrictions based on funding source  Double preparation with 

classical curriculum





What is General Education?

Integrated core requirements by which every 

student must participate successfully to 

complete their college/university level program 

of study.

• Exercise the privileges and responsibilities of 

democratic citizenship

• Develop sound moral and spiritual values

• Use methods of critical thinking

• Understand one’s cultural heritage

• Develop a balanced personal and social 

adjustment

• Express thoughts clearly in speaking, writing, 

reading, and listening with understanding 

(Johnson, 1952)



Gen Ed from its 
inception has always 
been a fugitive practice 
in Black communities.



Building Learning Communities



Building Gen Ed Courses

Dr. William W. Schieffelin Claytor



Building Resources

Dr. Carter G. Woodson



Subversive Teaching



Building Schools



BHM Challenge

Learn more about the Black history within your skill area, content area, or interest area.

Start with search engines.

Contact your department librarian.

Visit Special collections.

Don’t just learn, share with students, colleagues, other humans!



Contact Us

Office of General Education

ge.arizona.edu
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